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SUBJECT: TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER S VISIT TO LUXEMBOURG 

SUMMARY: ON A SWING THROUGH EUROPE, TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
HABIB CHATTY SPENT FEBRUARY 6 AND 7 IN LUXEMBOURG. 

MAIN PURPOSE OF VISIT WAS TO DISCUSS EEC/TUNISIAN ASSOCIATION 
AGREEMENT, WHICH TUNISIANS FIND DISSATISFACTORY IN COMPARISON 
WITH ALGERIAN ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT. LUXEMBOURGERS WERE SYMPATHETIC 
TO TUNISIAN POINT OF VIEW. CHATTX ALSO DISCUSSED 
SITUATION IN LEBANON WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS PRECARIOUS, 

SAID THAT MAJOR PROBLEM IN THE SAHARA IS TO FIND A FACE-SAVING 
DEVICE TO COVER ALGERIAN BACKING-OFF, AND URGED A MORE EEC 
FLEXIBILITY IN DISCUSSING POLITICAL ISSUES IN EURO-ARAB 
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DIALOGUE. END SUMMARY 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


1 . TUNISIA/EEC: MFA SECRETARY GENERAL PIERRE WURTH 
BRIEFED DCM ON CHATTY VISIT. HE SAID CHATTX EXPRESSED 
STROMG DISSATISFACTION BECAUSE IN EEC ASSOCIATION 
AGREEMENTS ALGERIA GOT A BETTER DEAL THAN TUNISIA ON 
CITRUS FRUITS AND WINE. ALTHOUGH COMMERCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
ARE IMPORTANT, WURTH BELIEVES THE PROBLEM IS 

LARGELY POLITICAL. THE ALGERIANS HAVE APPARENTLY 
CONTENDED THAT THEIR TOUGHER NEGOTIATING STANCE WON 
MORE FAVORABLE AGREEMENT, TO THE ANNOYANCE AND 
EMBARRASSMENT OF THE TUNISIANS (AND FOR THAT MATTER THE 
MOROCCANS). WURTH ADDED THAT PRIME MIMISTER THORN 
FEELS THE COMMISSION MADE A SERIOUS NEGOTIATING MISTAKE 
WITH THE ALGERIANS AND THAT SOMETHING WILL HAVE TO BE 

DONE TO MOLLIFY THE TUNISIANS AND THE MOROVCANS. WURTH CAUTIONED THAT 

THE DIFFICULTIES OF MAKING ADDITIONAL 

CONCESSIONS ON CITRUS AND WINE SHOULD NOT BE 

UNDERESTIMATEB , BUT SAID SOME BALANCE OF ECONOMIC AND 

POLITICAL CONCESSIONS TO TUNISIA AND MOROCCO WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY 

BE FOUND. 

2. ON LEBANON, WURTH SAID THAT CHATTY CHARACTERIZED THE 
CURRENT SITUATION AS EXTREMELY PRECARIOUS AND 
EXPRESSED DOUBT THAT THE CEASE-FIRE COULD HOLD. THE 
LEBANESE GOVEGNMENT'S COMPLETE INABILITY TO CONTROL THE 
LARGELY IRRESPONSIBLE PRIVATE ARMIES THAT HAVE TAKEN 
ROOT ON BOTH SIDES IS THE BASIS FOR CHATTY'S PESSIMISM. 

3. ON THE SAHARA PROBLEM, WURTH SAID CHATTY LEFT NO 
DOUBT TMAT TUNISIA WAS 100 PERCENT ON MOROCCO'S SIDE. 

ACCORDING TO CHATTY'S ANALYSIS, THE ALGERIANS COMPLETELY 
MISCONCEIVED THE SPANISH INTENTIONS AND DOUBTED SPAIN'S 
WILLINGNESS AND ABILITY TO REACH AN AGREEMENT WITH 
MOROCCO. BASED ON THEIR FAULTY ANALYSIS, THE ALGERIANS 
GOT IN TOO DEEP AND ARE NOW HAVING DIFFICULTIES EXTRACATING 
THEMSELVES. A FACE-SAVING FORMULA IS NEEDED FOR 
ALGERIA. ALTHOUGH CHATTY ADMITTED THAT HE PERSONALLY 
KNEW OF NO MIRACLE SOLUTION. PARTICULARLY ALARMING 
FROM THE TUNISIAN POINT OF VIEW, CHATTY ADDED, IS THE 
LARGE FLOW OF SOVIET ARMS TO ALGERIA AND FRENCH ARMS TO 
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MOROCCO. 

4. ON THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE, WURTH SAID CHATTY ARGUED 
STRONGLY THAT THE COMMUNITY SHOULD BE MORE FLEXIBLE 
ON POLITICAL DISCUSSION. CHATTY CONTENDED THAT ECONOMIC. 

CULTURAL AND COMMERCIAL TIES WERE ALL FINE, BUT TO BE 
MEANINGFUL THESE HAB TO BE IN A CONTEXT OF PEACEFUL, FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS. SINCE THE QUEST FOR PEACE IS A POLITICAL 
QUESTION, CHATTY DOES NOT SEE HOW THE EUROPEANS CAN 
CONTINUE TO EXCLUDE ALL DISCUSSION OF POLITICS FROM 
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THE DIALOGUE. WURTH SAID TMORN IN REPLY REITERATED 
THE LONG-STANDING EEC POSITION THAT THE COMMUNITY WOULD 
GO NO FURTHER POLITICALLY IN THE DIALOGUE THAN ITS 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS TO DATE ON THE MIDDLE EAST. FARKAS 
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